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February 19, 2020 
 
The new year has just begun, and we are only a week away from Lent. Wow time flies 
and always there is much to do! 
 
Fran Lucas is encouraging us to watch the movie The Two Popes by Anthony McCarten. 
This movie is available on Netflix, in book form (The Two Popes: Francis, Benedict, and 
the decision that Shook the World) and as a stage play (The Pope). Fran suggests that 
you see the film with other members and enjoy the wonderful scenes, such as the two 
popes on a walk in the garden of the papal palace at Castel Gandolfo. 
 
Fran also asks us to look for a fantastic example of a tried and successful makeshift 
solution to fill the position of chairperson of spiritual development by a council in our 
province – this is in the Spring mail out. 
 
I wish to thank the diocesan chairpersons for the excellent job that you are doing informing 
the membership on the strategic plan presentations. Please keep me updated of the 
presentations and have member attendance to me by the end of each month.  
 
Hopefully all of you have received The Canadian League magazine and noticed that the 
implementation committee for the strategic plan is looking for members to get involved in 
the next round of working groups. You can also find the information of these working 
groups on Facebook and the national website. Make sure you check out the website for 
the latest updates.  
 
Fran has a simple way to let others know the League exists by using the League crest. 
For example, various organizations, such as the Knights of Columbus, use its crest in 
obituaries. This may encourage members to make arrangements in advance or advise 
family of their wish to have the League crest used when their time comes. The cost of the 
crest is between $20.00 and $40.00. This is an inexpensive way to readily identify a 
member, which could encourage attendance at a League sister’s final farewell. 
 
Membership 
A reminder that parish councils need to remit their per capita fees to national office by 
February 28th as diocesan, provincial and national levels depend on these fees to operate. 
Councils not using the online membership process are encouraged to do so. 
 
Communications 
This is a very necessary component of the Catholic Women’s League. We need to keep 
in touch with all levels of the League. Members need to make sure that whatever is 
received from all levels, that everyone gets the information. Sometimes a lot of 
information is directed to the members but unless we keep in touch and read 



communiques, emails and memos we don’t know what is happening unless we read 
them.  The following comes from Fran Lucas but is a copy of a section direct from National 
Chairperson of Communications Doreen Gowan’s latest communique. Fran asks that 
diocesan organization chairpersons follow the instructions in Doreen’s message 
concerning Council Registers and Mailings (see below) 
 
Council Registers:  
How does a council notify national office of a change to its executive listing? National 
office requires a complete list of names for all provincial and diocesan executive members 
and their contact information and, for parish councils, a list of the president, treasurer, 
spiritual advisor and organization (membership) standing committee chair, including their 
contact information. This may be done through e-mail to info@cwl.ca, regular mail or, for 
parish councils, through the online membership process. 
 
In an election year, the president or secretary must send notification advising national 
office of the newly elected or appointed executive along with contact information. 
Throughout the year, if there is a change of contact information or position:  including the 
spiritual advisor, notify the national office as soon as possible. 
 
Encourage your counterparts at each level to follow these steps to help improve 
communications!   
 
Mailings:  
An issue has come to light where some councils report not receiving council mailings 
along with other information sent from national office. The last mailing was sent via e-mail 
to parish council presidents on September 28, 2019. Organization Chairpersons please 
check to see if parish councils in your area have received the fall mailing. The steps below 
indicate how the mailing should be dispersed to ensure a better flow of communication: 
 

1. If a past president receives the e-mail or package containing the parish council 
information, she passes it on to the current parish council president as soon as 
possible and asks her to advise national office of the change in position. 

2. Once the parish council president receives the information, it is her responsibility 
to separate the information and pass it on to the respective officers and 
chairpersons. 

3. The officers or chairpersons, in turn, share the information in a short report with 
members at the next parish council meeting, or a soon as possible. 

4. Date sensitive information is required to be shared in a timely manner as 
necessary. 

 
 
May our Lady of Good Counsel guide you in all your works for God and Canada 
 
Blessings 
Sharon Geiger 
President-elect and Chairperson of Organization 
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