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My friends in Christ, 
Wow! A lot has happened since March 11th when the coronavirus, COVID-19, was 
characterized as a pandemic by the World Health Organization. Our world is a different 
place; we have all been affected, in some way, by COVID-19. Quoting from our BC 
Provincial Health Officer, Dr. Bonnie Henry, “This is our time to be kind, to be calm, and 
to be safe.” 
 
Since March 1st, the date of my last communiqué, I have received 3 communiqués from 
the national legislation chairperson, Betty Colaneri as well as a memo. My memo #4 from 
March 22nd and my communiqué #7 dealt with most information that Betty included in her 
communiqué #7 and her Parish Council Spring Memo. Betty’s 9th communiqué was done 
in partnership with the national resolutions chairperson, Cathy Bouchard. It focuses on 
letter writing for the resolutions 2019.01 and 2019.02 which were passed at the 99th 
annual national convention. Please go to www.cwl.ca to read this communiqué with 
suggestions for letter writing. (As you may recall my 7th communiqué had sample letters 
as well)  
 
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 
As you are probably aware the federal government is not sitting at the present time except 
for some virtual meetings. They did meet briefly on March 24th.  
 
BILL C-7: 
I mentioned this bill in detail in my 7th communiqué and Betty Colaneri brings a few more 
highlights to our attention, “Confusion with this bill lies with the terminology. Pain 
medication, resources and procedures may be used to assist those who are dying; 
however, medical assistance in dying (MAiD) gives the opportunity of a lethal injection to 
those who are not dying.” You can still be making a difference while social distancing, as 
Euthanasia Prevention Coalition suggests to us.  “Sign our Reject Euthanasia Bill C-7 
online petition that has already received more than 17,000 signatures and contact your 
Member of Parliament to voice your opposition to Bill C-7.” (April 29, 2020 Letter that 
came with their May 2020 Newsletter) 
 
BILL C-8: 
An Act to amend the Criminal Code (conversion therapy) This bill had its First 
Reading on March 9, 2020, tabled by Justice Minister, David Lametti. The bill will make it 
a crime to: 1) cause a minor to undergo conversion therapy, 2) remove a minor from 
Canada to undergo conversion therapy, 3) cause a person to undergo conversion therapy 
against their will, 4) profit from conversion therapy, and 5) advertise conversion therapy.  
Many pro-life family advocates have been lobbying against a similar bill in the Senate,  

http://www.cwl.ca/


S-202 as they feel it will prevent Canadian youth from getting the therapy they want and 
need. “’Any kind of clinical therapy or spiritual counseling to help a person overcome their 
gender identity confusion and to accept their bodily reality, including the pastoral support 
… will be defined as ‘conversion therapy,’ and thus, become illegal,’ says Jack Fonseca, 
director of political operations of Campaign Life Coalition, Canada’s national pro-life, pro-
family political lobbying group.” (www.lifesitenews.com) Member of Parliament for 
Sherwood Park – Fort Saskatchewan, Garnett Genuis, has concerns about the language 
of the bill. He says there is an urgent need to ensure broader awareness about this issue, 
which he believes could have far-reaching and unexpected consequences. To find out 
more about this bill and to sign an important petition asking the government to Fix 
the Definition used in Bill C-8, please visit www.FixTheDefinition.ca 
Thanks to Sylvia Jurys and Kathy Dahl for bringing this bill to my attention. 
 
Bill C-13: 
An Act respecting certain measures in response to COVID-19 (Short title: COVID-
19 Emergency Response Act) As you know ‘bills’ can take some time to get passed as 
they need to have First, Second and Third Reading in both the House of Commons and 
the Senate and sometimes they go to Committee as well. As the Department of Finance 
stated in their News release, “The Government of Canada is taking a strong, immediate 
and effective action to protect Canadians and our economy from the impacts of the global 
COVID-19 pandemic.” This bill received royal assent on March 25th. “Royal Assent is the 
approval by the Sovereign of a bill that has passed both houses of Parliament in identical 
form. It is the process by which a bill becomes an act of Parliament and part of the law of 
Canada.” (www.sencanada.ca) Many Canadians have benefited from Bill C-13: families 
with children, low incomes, loss of jobs, mortgages, savings, students with Canada 
Student loans, seniors, businesses and their employees, those responding to the COVID-
19 pandemic, those companies ensuring availability of drugs and medical devices etc. 
You can read Bill C-13 in its entirety at www.parl.ca/LegisInfo   
 
PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT 
The Provincial Legislature has adjourned until further notice. In mid-April I sent a letter to 
Premier John Horgan and my MLA, Todd Stone asking them to reconsider the 
government’s action against the Irene Thomas Hospice operated by the Delta Hospice 
Society. It was in response to an Action Alert Email from Campaign Life Coalition 
entitled: BC Government: Stop persecuting the Delta Hospice Society over refusal 
to commit euthanasia. Even though the Provincial Legislature is not sitting at the present 
time, you can still send an email, call your MLA, write a letter. I got a personal email from 
my MLA within minutes of sending my email thanking me for my input, assuring me that 
he would forward my concerns to the appropriate government authorities and that he 
hopes the government respects all points of view for this profoundly personal issue. 
Euthanasia Prevention Coalition has an online petition: Hospices Must Not be Forced 
to do Euthanasia and it currently has more than 23,000 signatures. (www.epcc.ca) The 
April 4th rally in support of the Delta Hospice Society will be rescheduled. Please continue 
to take action on important issues. 
 
 

http://www.lifesitenews.com/
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RIGHTNOW 
Many of you may remember that I introduced one of our guest speakers at last year’s 
provincial convention, Alissa Golob, one of the co-founders of RightNow. This Canadian 
political pro-life organization, describes in their Mission Statement: “RightNow exists to 
nominate and elect pro-life politicians by mobilizing Canadians on the ground level to vote 
at local nomination meetings, and provide training to volunteers across the country to 
create effective teams in every riding across Canada. It is only when we have a majority 
of pro-life politicians in our legislatures, that we’ll see pro-life legislation passed in our 
country.” I have attached to this communiqué a letter from Kathy Dahl, the Kamloops 
Diocesan Education and Health chairperson. In her letter Kathy encourages us to make 
a difference and have a voice in joining a political party to better the chances of 
nomination of a pro-life candidate. Check out the many links that Kathy has in her letter 
to make an informed decision. www.itstartsrightnow.ca   
 
A Prayer for God to be Glorified: 
Dear God, You alone are worthy of all glory and praise.You are not shocked by the state 
of the world, and nothing is impossible for You. Today, we’re proclaiming that You will be 
glorified through this pandemic. Your name will be praised throughout the earth. Pierce 
the darkness. Shine brighter than the fear of death, loneliness or economic ruin. When 
we look back on this moment in history, would we be filled with joy as we remember the 
revival, hope, and peace that came from this season? Continue to draw this hurting world 
back to you. In Jesus’ Name. Amen. (YouVersion) 
 
 
 
 
Sheila Doherty               
Chairperson of Legislation 
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