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Happy New Year to you all, a year that with the availability of the COVID-19 vaccine on 
the horizon may soon allow us to return fully to our former activities, working for God and 
Canada. Thank you to our current past presidents Dorothy, Sylvia, Maureen, Angelina, 
and Gemma who support their presidents and executives with mentorship and 
affirmation while serving an extra year. Carol, our current diocesan president in 
Whitehorse who has been without a past president for several years, reads our 
communiqués and sends in a past president’s annual report telling how her council deals 
with the tasks expected of this position. 
 
Annual Reports 
 
Before you start your report please read the enclosure, Preparing Annual Reports-
Suggestions for Diocesan Councils attached to this communique. It may have already 
been forwarded to you by your diocesan Organization Chairperson, but I want to be sure 
that you receive it before working on your report to me because it is a “must read”. Please 
observe the deadline Feb 15 to submit your report. My deadline to National is March 15. 
 
World Union of Catholic Women’s Organizations (WUCWO) 
 
As Past Presidents we are usually given the task of reminding our councils that our CWL 
membership also brings us the privilege of membership in the WUCWO. Our CWL is 
one of its 91 member organizations which allies us with about 6 - 8 million Catholic 
women spread 51 countries across 5 continents. These are divided into five regions: 
Africa, Asia-Pacific, Europe, Latin America & the Caribbean, and ours, North America to 
which we belong. WUCWO has its own website www.wucwo.org but since most of you 
check our national website frequently and may have it on your favorites’ bar, you can 
quickly access WUCWO’s website without leaving our national website. 
Click on: To inform→New Releases→WUCWO Monthly Message, to find yourself 
connected to WUCWO’s website. 
  
Why is it important for us to know about WUCWO?  First, it links us to at least 8 million 
Catholic women across the world and educates us about world problems, some of which 
we can help alleviate.  It also means that CWL resolutions passed at our annual 
convention will not only be taken to our federal government but will also be submitted to 
WUCWO, and if adopted will be presented at global levels.  
 
Some of you may remember the excitement we all felt when three of our BC &Yukon 
provincial resolutions were accepted by WUCWO and not only shared with eighty-plus 
member organizations, but also given air on the world stage by means of WUCWO’s 
presentations to relevant departments at the Council of Europe, Ecosoc, United Nations 
in New York and Geneva, UNESCO and Food and Agriculture (FAO) in Paris. 
They were: 
2004.5 End Trafficking of Children 
2011.1 Prohibition of Practices re Human Reproductive Material 
2012.1 Criminalization of the Purchasing of Sexual Services  
 



In an earlier monthly newsletter, WUCWO’s President General, Maria Lia Servino, had 
encouraged members to read certain parts of Fratelli Tutti, Pope Francis’ most recent 
encyclical, namely the following paragraphs:114-117, 222-224, and 226-227. These   
deal with Solidarity, Recovering Kindness, and Starting Anew from the Truth.  
 
Their General Assembly takes place every four years. This is when voting takes place 
on the submitted resolutions. The topics of resolutions adopted for the years 2018-2022 
at their general assembly in Dakar were: 

• A healthy planet depends on all of us 

• Initiatives for an integral ecology 

• Domestic violence against women 

• Protection of youth, children and vulnerable persons 
 
Perhaps your reading of the aforementioned paragraphs in Fratelli Tutti will spark some 
new resolutions! Any takers? 
 
WUCWO also has its own magazine issued three times a year to which you can 
subscribe. Cost $22. WUCWO also has their own scarf which features their crest, the 
symbols of which are fully explained on their website.  
  
In Closing 
 
We owe a huge debt of gratitude to so many members of our councils, including our 
Spiritual Advisors, who have guided us to this point of recovery and to presidents who 
have learned the new technologies in order to run Zoom and GoToMeetings. Our hearts 
ache for those whose family members died during the pandemic and who, owing to the 
government restrictions, were unable to hold funerals for their deceased loved ones in 
the traditional way. My condolences to Life Member, Agnes Geiger, whose husband Pat 
died a few days before Christmas. Pat accompanied Agnes to many conventions and 
was a strong support throughout her CWL journey. May he rest in peace. 
 
Dwight Moody, a Christian who faced many challenges in his life, wrote this prayer:  
 
“I am so thankful that I have a joy that the world cannot rob me of; I have a treasure that 
the world cannot take from me; I have something that is not in the power of man or devil 
to deprive me of, and that is the joy of the Lord.”   
 
And, as members of the Catholic Women’s League of Canada I am sure that we can 
add, “and the loving support and inspiration of my hardworking sisters in the League. 
Amen.” 
 
 
 
Evelyn Rigby 
Past President 
 
 
 
 
 


