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“The environment changes, the culture changes, people change, but truth does not change; 
faith, hope, and love do not change; and God does not change.” (Matthew Kelly, Rediscover 
Catholicism) 
 
Today is World Water Day.  “For almost 30 years, people around the world have taken March 
22 as an opportunity to celebrate this life-giving resource, and to renew our commitment to 
protect it.” The Council of Canadians 
 
I have been trying to write this communique for a while but always got distracted with other 
upcoming issues and emails.  You know how that works. First, I want to thank you for writing 
letters and contacting the Senators about Bill C-7. Many received responses; thank you to Carol 
for sharing her letter that she received from her MP.     
 
I want to share parts of this email sent out by MP Garnett Genius: “If you feel limited because of 
this defeat in Parliament, I encourage you to double down on what lies within your power. You 
can make the difference in someone's life by reaching out, showing your concern, and 
accompanying someone in their moments of difficulty.”  
 
He further states: “The good news is that the provisions on mental health do not come into force 
for 2 years. This means that IF new legislation is passed in the meantime, euthanasia for those 
facing mental health challenges will never come to Canada. So, we have 2 years to fix this before 
those parts of the law take effect” You can google his name for more information. As you see 
our work needs to carry on! 
 
We held our National Executive Meeting March 4th, 5th, and 6th and I want to share the 
following items: 
 

1. A motion was adopted to place a moratorium on awarding life memberships, effective 
March 7, 2021. This was based on results of a life member survey to address the 
accountability of life members and an over-representation at annual meeting of 
members (conventions). You will notice that the life nomination forms have been 
removed from the national website. 

 
2. We are excited to share the following proposed Marketing Campaign initiatives that 

were approved:  

• Talking to the Target Audience – Videos of three interviews with young Catholic 
women 

• 30 Second video commercial 

• Share the Love Digital Engagement – digital affirmation campaign for members 

• Innovation Nation – annual content calendar 

• Social Management – annual content calendar 

• Website Enhancement – apply brand www.cwl.ca  

http://www.cwl.ca/


• Don’t forget to read the progress on the implementation plan that is posted monthly 
to the national website and the Facebook page. Stay informed! 
 

3. Prospective member inquiries through the “Join” feature on the national website, will 
be connected to a form to fill in. They will receive a copy of the form, and it will also be 
forwarded to the diocesan organization chair who will contact the member with 
information.  Positive results have been received already from this new feature on the 
national website! 

 
4. 2021 National Meeting of Members has been changed from Plan B to Plan C thereby 

limiting the number of persons attending to the national executive and support 
persons. Members are asked to watch for more details about virtual registration in the 
coming month; the registration fee has been waived. 

 
5. The Standing Rules for the Annual Meeting of Members (AMM), which you have 

already received, reflect the process for advancing motions and the removal of the 
resolutions process.  You can use these as a guideline for your own AMM’s. 

 
6. Elections Procedure – you have received this information as well. National office is 

working on a contingency plan in case some voting delegates are unable to attend in 
person for the national AMM. 

 
7. The Fall Issue of the League Magazine will be available digitally only. Please remind 

your members about this. 
 

8. Membership Statistics – the official number for the year ended December 31, 2020 is 
70,660. There is a decline in all regions of the country as well as a decline at parish 
councils.  It was explained that “unpaid” councils are councils that have lost all contact 
with the organization, leaving the League without formal notice. To close the files 
diocesan councils are encouraged to move to formally disband the councils at their next 
executive meetings.  If these councils are without memberships, they cannot disband 
themselves.  A full list of these councils is available from national office. 

 
9. Upgrade of membership database was discussed and approved.  Many of the 

enhancements requested by parish administrators will be implemented, as well as 
others identified. This is great news and Fran Lucas will share more about this in the 
future. 

 
10. As chair of the Centenary Committee, Betty Colaneri explained that the tree project 

would be coming to an end July 31, 2021.  She asked for more photographs for the 
coffee table book from many more parish councils. These can be sent to her or 
national office.  Because the League will not be able to celebrate 100 years at the 
2021 AMM, the committee’s term was extended to August 31, 2022.   

 
11. Provincial Presidents Roundtable Concerns 

• National telephone numbers advertised on Facebook are for the use of members 
for administrative issues only and other calls will be redirected appropriately. 

• Concern in delay in changing the president, treasurer and spiritual advisor in the 
database were acknowledged and will be addressed.  These updates will be made 



directly into the database by parish administrators once the upgraded system is 
launched. 

• Concern about grammar in the annual report questionnaire – the edits will be 
provided to Fran Lucas for correction in next year’s survey. 

• Concern that the parish council memos are difficult to locate on the national 
website-with the website enhancements proposed by Clark Communications, it is 
anticipated that information will be easier to find. 

 
12.  Other topics raised by board members were: 

• Doreen Gowans is asking for contacts, stories or photographs that would be helpful 
to The Catholic Register as it is developing a feature article about the League and 
its history. 

• Encourage members to register for the Lenten Retreat being held on March 26, 
2021, with Dr. Anne Jamieson as presenter.  More information can be found on 
the website and on Facebook. 

• Promote the new CCCB Office of Life and Family, see Pat Deppiesse communique 
for more information. www.cwl.ca then click on “To Act On”, then communiques 
and Christian Family Life Communique 14 

 
13. You can check out the League’s position on issues such as abortion, human 

trafficking, water and more listed as League’s Position Papers (14) on the national 
website under the heading To Act On, By Year.  

 
Planning for Diocesan AMM’s is in full swing.  The biggest problem right now is the Covid 
restriction in BC.  However, plans must be made, and we hope that the dates will work out.  Plan 
C is the only one we can use in our situation and if we need to, we will have to delay our meeting 
dates.  As stated, you can ratify motions from the virtual meetings all at once.   
 
Our next provincial zoom meeting is planned for Monday April 12th at 7:00pm.  Look for our 
CWL provincial Easter Greetings in the BC Catholic.      
 
May you have a week of quiet reflection on the passion of Christ and a joyful Easter celebration 

on his Resurrection day. 

 

 

Gisela Montague 

http://www.cwl.ca/

