
     The Catholic Women’s League of Canada 
 

BC & YUKON PROVINCIAL COUNCIL 

National theme: Care for Our Common Home 

1) Provincial theme: Witnessing to the Truth 
 

President:   Gisela Montague              Spiritual Advisor:   Father David John 
 
Date: June 5, 2021     Communiqué #11 
 
TO: Diocesan Legislation Standing Committee Chairpersons (for action) 
 Diocesan Presidents (for information) 
 Provincial Elected Officers and Spiritual Advisor (for information) 
 National Legislation Standing Committee Chairperson (for information) 
 
FROM: Sheila Doherty, Provincial Legislation Chairperson_______________________ 
 
My friends in Christ, 
As I start this communiqué, I received an email from National President from Campaign 
Life Coalition (CLC), Jeff Gunnarson, with the results of the vote in the House of 
Commons for Bill C-233, An act to amend the Criminal Code (sex-selective 
abortion) It was defeated on June 2nd at the Second Reading by a vote of 248 – 82. 
Only 82 members of parliament voted to protect the lives of the unborn. We are asked 
by CLC to be vigilant when we have the next federal election, making sure that MPs 
who are pro-abortion are defeated. 
 
BILL C-268  
Bill C-268, An act to amend the Criminal Code (intimidation of health care 
professionals) This Private Member’s bill sponsored by Kelly Block (Carlton Trail –
Eagle Creek) was introduced and had its First Reading on February 18, 2021. At the 
Second Reading, on May 27, 2021, it was Placed in the Order of Precedence which 
happens with Private Members’ Business and they can only be considered during 
Private Members’ Hour. Summary of the bill: “This enactment amends the Criminal 
Code to make it an offence to intimidate a medical practitioner, nurse practitioner, 
pharmacist or other health care professional for the purpose of compelling them to take 
part, directly or indirectly, in the provision of medical assistance in dying. It also makes it 
an offence to dismiss from employment or to refuse to employ a medical practitioner, 
nurse practitioner, pharmacist or their health care professional for the reason only that 
they refuse to take part, directly or indirectly, in the provision of medical assistance in 
dying.” Please write, email, call your MP asking them to support this very important bill. 
 
BILL C-7 
Many members throughout our province and country spent many hours in the past year 
sending letters, emails, contacting their MP’s and Senators, making phone calls etc 



about Bill C-7, An act to amend the Criminal Code (medical assistance in dying). 
As you’re most likely aware it received Royal Assent on March 17, 2021. I’m sure that 
many of you have felt frustrated and defeated after all our work and prayers to save the 
vulnerable. As Alex Schadenberg (Euthanasia Prevention Coalition) says, “I also feel 
tired, but never down…….More and more our message is accepting the challenge of 
caring for our family, friends and neighbours. Protecting the equality and life of people 
with disabilities and other chronic conditions is about recognizing that we live in 
solidarity with others…..Death is truly dignified when it is shared with those who care 
about that person until their natural death.” (March 17, 2021) And as Betty Colaneri 
(National Chairperson of Legislation) quoted Maya Angelou in her last communiqué, 
“You may encounter many defeats, but you must not be defeated.” 
 
FEDERAL/PROVINCIAL CALENDARS: The Federal government will be in session 
until June 23, 2021. The Provincial government will be in session until June 17, 2021. 
 
KAMLOOPS RESIDENTIAL SCHOOL 
I felt the need to mention the heartbreaking finding of the 215 bodies of children at the 
site of a Residential School in Kamloops at the end of May. This news has travelled 
around the world and it has been a very emotional time as we grieve for these children 
and their families. I draw your attention to Resolutions 2011.02 Children of Missing 
and Murdered Aboriginal Women and 2013.01 Building Relationships and 
Partnerships with Canada’s Indigenous Peoples. These are still resolutions that can 
be acted upon. I recall having Sr. Eva Solomon, CSJ, speak at our 2014 BC and Yukon 
CWL Provincial convention in Kamloops. The title of her presentation was Build Me A 
Church That Will Honour My Son. Some of the notes that I took: we all have value 
and dignity, all creation are given gifts/powers for the good of the community/people, 
share in the divine life by the virtue of our baptism, we need to care for one another, we 
are the living church, not the building. The ways that CWL can connect/establish 
relationships with Aboriginal Peoples: engage in dialogue, invitation to share a meal, 
visit the Friendship Centres, pray, spend time, listen to their stories. May we now be the 
‘church that will honour Jesus’ by our actions. And may the many ways that people are 
responding to this tragic discovery be a gateway of real Truth and Reconciliation for all. 
 
This is my last communiqué as the BC and Yukon CWL Legislation chairperson. It has 
been quite the learning curve for me and I am thankful for this opportunity to embrace 
this standing committee. Thank you for the chance to serve members in BC and the 
Yukon; it has been my honour. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Sheila Doherty               
BC and Yukon Provincial CWL Legislation Chairperson 
 
 
 


