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First, let me introduce myself:  I have been a CWL member for 25 years, serving as 
treasurer, resolutions chair and president for my parish council.  On the Vancouver 
Diocesan Council, I served as Legislation and communications chair as well as two 
terms as treasurer.  The past five years, I have served as Provincial treasurer. 
       As a Chartered Professional Accountant (CPA), for 40 years, I have worked with 
Canada Revenue Agency, run a family business and, for the past 20 years, worked as 
the in-house accountant for a private company.   
      My three adult children live in Prince Rupert, Edmonton and Dartmouth Nova Scotia.  
Visiting is a logistic challenge!  However, as a first-time grandmother, I have had the 
opportunity to cuddle a lovely baby girl during a week-long visit.   
 
Second:  A big thank you goes to Blanca Stead, my predecessor in this chair.  She has 
left some huge shoes to fill! 
    
Reading the Constitution and Bylaws, and the Provincial Policy and Procedure Manual, 
I feel a little intimidated!  There is so much to advocate for in this committee.  Have you 
read the list??!! 

A.  Marriage and family 
B. Sanctity of life 
C. Ministry to: 

a. Youth 
b. Disabled 
c. Seniors 
d. Widowed 
e. Separated 
f. Divorced 

D. Vocations 
 
Here are just a few thoughts: 
 
I spent some time re-reading the spring 2021 newsletter.  It was so inspiring to see that 
many parishes and dioceses were working hard at outreach with their local pro-life 
organizations.   More than one council holds annual baby showers for their local 
pregnancy support centre.  From the experience at my home parish, our ladies are most 
generous, with cash as well as with practical gifts such as diapers, baby clothes and 
blankets.   
 
The recent pinpointing of unmarked graves at several Indian Residential Schools 
highlights, to me, that families were torn apart by the federal government’s policy of 
“taking the Indian out of the Indian”.  How can we, as CWL members, help to heal these 
families?  Do our parishes hold “parenting” classes?  I remember attending sessions on 
Tuesday evenings while my children were attending PREP.  The classes helped me to 
see that I was doing a good job, but also that I could do better. 
 



 

 

Especially in the past 18 months, many of our councils, and many of our members have 
reached out to help our seniors and those who could not easily leave their homes.  
Phone calls, Zoom visits, and grocery deliveries helped all of us stay connected with 
each other. 
 
Sunday, July 25 was the first World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly.  As July 26 is 
the feast of Sts. Joachim and Anne, Christ’s grandparents, this was a day to celebrate 
these special people in our lives.   
 
Your input is appreciated.  This committee has a wide-ranging mandate.  I would love 
to have your ideas and suggestions for what to include in my communiques.  If anyone 
would like to help me in specific areas, please let me know.  Also, let me know what 
your parish councils are doing regarding our mandate.  Who knows, some other 
parishes might borrow your ideas! 
 
Resources: 
Christian Family Life Study Kit---Available through the National Website (www.cwl.ca) 
National Pro-Life brochure---Part of the 12 Hours of Prayer for Palliative Care  
(www.cwl.ca)  There is also a postcard that you can send to your MP and MLA 
available. 
 
May our lady of Good Counsel bless us all. 
 
Suzanne Eng 
Christian Family Life Chairperson 
BC and Yukon Provincial Council 
 
 
 
 
 


