
 
Education & Health      Communique 2021-2023/01 
 
September 6, 2021 
 
My friends in Christ, 
 
I look forward to serving you as the provincial chairperson for Education and Health. I 
have held this position on the parish level as well as the diocesan level.  
 
Our diocesan chairpersons are: 
Kathy Dahl – Kamloops    Conchita Bambilla - Vancouver 
Michelle Eveson – Nelson    Barbara Strong - Victoria 
Amabile DalMonte – Prince George  c/o Carol Vanderbyl – Whitehorse 
 
Our topics under this standing committee include: 
a) Catholic education (i) Catholic schools and catechesis (ii) Rites of Christian Initiation 
b) literacy and continuing education      c) scholarships and bursaries     d) wellness and 
sickness/disease     e) environment      f) genetics 
 
This standing committee is chock full of so many issues/matters on which we will 
explore, research, provide information and take action. We can also take action on the 
six resolutions under this standing committee, which are still current. They are: 
2018.02 Setting a Standard for Products Marketed as “Flushable” 
2015.03 Banning the Use of Neonicotinoid Pesticides 
2015.02 Ban Microbeads in Personal Care Products 
2015.01 Increased Early Access and Intervention to Children and Youth Mental Health  
 Services (BC and Yukon Provincial Council) 
2014.04 National Standard for Newborn Screening Including Screening for Severe 
 Combined Immunodeficiency 
2002.10 Biopatening  
 
ENVIRONMENT: Our national theme until the end of 2021 is Care for Our Common 
Home. Part of Pope Francis’ prayer, “A Prayer for our Earth” states, ‘O God of the poor, 
help us to rescue the abandoned and forgotten of this earth, so precious in your eyes. 
Bring healing to our lives that we may protect the world and not prey on it, that we may 
sow beauty, not pollution and destruction…’ (Laudato Si) I have received 2 
communiqués from national chairperson, Margaret Schwab and in her second one she 
encourages the members to participate in the Earth Action Initiative sponsored by 
WUCWO (Women’s Union of Catholic Women’s Organisations) The poster is attached 
and ready for you to print off and share with your members and parishes. We are asked 
to choose any day in September 2021 for a clean-up project. Whether it be cleaning up 
along the beach, at the ocean/river/lake, your own alleyway, local park, educating 
members about the public waste crisis in our world or changing some personal habits,  
(i.e. reducing use of plastic products, clean plastic product before recycling, reusing 
containers, thinking before buying products in plastic, etc) we are asked to do our part. 
We could read Laudato Si by Pope Francis and pledge our commitment to develop a 



‘Laudato Si’ Action Plan – register at laudatosiactionplatform.org/pledge-your-
commitment/. 
 
LITERACY AND CONTINUING EDUCATION: How much do you know about the 
Coady International Institute? It is one of our national voluntary funds and the CWL has 
donated over $800,000 since 1961 when we began supporting this Institute. It was 
named in honour of Rev. Dr. Moses Coady, a founder of the Antigonish Movement – a 
movement for economic and social justice that began in the 1920’s in Nova Scotia. 
“Coady International Institute builds resilient communities, strengthens inclusive 
economics and promotes accountable democracies through the mobilization of 
community change leaders on a local and global level.” (coady.stfx.ca) They have 
welcomed participants to their program from around the world since 1959 at St. Francis 
Xavier University. In 2018, the University honoured the CWL with the Lifetime Xavier 
Award in recognition and appreciation of this long standing relationship. At the national 
AMM in August, you may have seen a video that was shown by Coady Institute. It can 
be found on YouTube at youtu.be/G4Bm6QtA6CI. It is just 7:31 minutes long and we 
are encouraged to show this inspirational video to our members; perhaps at your next 
meeting. 
 
If you have any questions/suggestions/recommendations/proposals concerning this 
standing committee, please feel free to contact me at any time. I’m sure we’ll learn a lot 
from each other! 
 
May Our Lady of Good Counsel guide you in all that you do, 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Sheila Doherty,  
BC and Yukon Education and Health Chairperson 
 
 
 
 
 
 


