
Education and Health  Communique 2021-2023/02 
 
November 21, 2021      
 
My friends in Christ, 
 
I’m sending this communiqué on the Feast of Our Lord Jesus Christ, the King of the 
Universe. As Greg Erlandson writes in Living Faith, Daily Catholic Devotions, “He is a 
king of mercy and gentleness, a shepherd of the lost. His is a Kingdom unlike any our 
world has seen.” (November 21, 2021) May we all keep our eyes on His Kingdom as we 
carry out our mission as members of this great League. 
 
HORIZONS OF HOPE: A TOOLKIT FOR CATHOLIC PARISHES ON PALLIATIVE 
CARE: This Toolkit was launched on November 15-16, 2021. This project has taken 4 
years to come to fruition by the CCCB in collaboration with Canadian Catholic Bioethics 
Institute, Catholic Health Alliance of Canada, Congregation of the Sisters of St. Joseph 
in Canada, Dominican University College and Pallium Canada. The promotional video 
can be found at: youtu.be/JLm0YG8uX8E.  
The Toolkit Modules: 
Module 1: Understanding the experience of dying and death 
Module 2: Discerning and making decisions at the end of life 
Module 3: Accompanying at the end of life 
Module 4: Supporting and integrating inside the wider community 
There is also a Promotions Kit which has Images for social media. You can download 
the Toolkit at www.cccb.ca. 
Many of your parishes may already have this Toolkit; in the Kamloops diocese it has 
been sent to every parish from the Bishop’s office. Please avail yourself of this great 
resource as you continue to educate yourself on end of life issues, palliative care and 
church teachings on this important topic. 
 
FREE WORKSHOPS: 
1) On November 24, 2021, Rev. Dr. Elizabeth MacKinlay will be presenting a 

workshop on Dementia and Spirituality. She is a registered nurse and a priest with 
the Anglican Church of Australia. It is sponsored by St. Paul University (Ottawa) and 
will run from 5:30 – 7:00pm CST. The registration is free at 
ustpaul.ca/en/dementia-and-spirituality_7468_17.htm. I registered and it says 
6:30PM Eastern Time (US and Canada) so that will be 3:30 BC time. 
 

2) On November 25, 2021, Coady Institute is offering a free webinar, “1 Step 
Forward, 3 Steps Back? Addressing Gender-Based Violence in 2021”. It begins 
at 10:00AM, Atlantic Time, which I believe will be 6:00AM, Pacific Time. You can 
register at coady.stfx.ca/1-step-forward-3-steps-back/. November 25th marks the 
International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women, sponsored by the 
United Nations. You can hear speakers from different countries on their work on 



addressing gender-based violence. This year marks the 30th anniversary of the 
Global 16 Days of Activism Against Gender-Based Violence.  

 
 
COVID VACCINES FOR 5-11 YEAR OLDS: On Friday, November 19th, 2021, Health 
Canada approved Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine for children aged 5-11. Canada will begin 
receiving shipments as early as today. All 2.9 million doses will be received by 
November 26th, 2021, which is enough vaccine to provide first doses for all eligible 
children in Canada, says Public Services and Procurement Minister Filomena Tassi. 
Pfizer submitted its trial data to Health Canada on October 1st for evaluation and the full 
submission for approval on October 18th. Dr. Supriya Sharma, a senior medical advisor 
with Health Canada said, at a press conference on November 19th, “This is very good 
news for adults and children alike. It provides another tool to protect Canadians, and to 
the relief of many parents, will help bring back a degree of normality to children’s lives, 
allowing them to more safely do the things that they have missed during the last 20 
months.” 
 
This has been quite the week around our province with flooding, mudslides, highway 
closures. Let us keep all of those affected and all who have lovingly offered assistance 
in our daily prayers. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Sheila Doherty                                                                                                          
BC and Yukon Education and Health Chairperson 
 
 
 
 
 
 


