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Communicator, the BC & Yukon Newsletter, is printed twice a year and relies on 
submissions from parish, diocesan, and provincial council members, and spiritual 

advisors.  Articles may be submitted electronically to 
communications@bcyukoncwl.com or mailed to lauraesposito@citywest.ca. Contact 
your Diocesan president for information or check the website.  The deadline for the  
Fall Issue #33 is September 10, 2016.  The Newsletter will be sent to you by e-mail 
upon request. It is also available on-line at our website www.bcyukoncwl.com.  This 
newsletter is not meant to replace communiqués and reports but to help us to get to 

know each other better and to share our stories with members throughout British 
Columbia and the Yukon
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Pope Francis’ Quotes About ‘Mission’:   

The mission of the Church, herself a pilgrim in the world and the Mother of all, is 

to love Jesus Christ, to adore and love him, particularly in the poorest and most 

abandoned; among these are certainly migrants and refugees, who are trying to 

escape difficult living conditions and dangers of every kind. “Jesus is ‘the 

evangelizer par excellence and the Gospel in person.” His solicitude, particularly 

for the most vulnerable and marginalized, invites all of us to care for the frailest 

and to recognize his suffering countenance, especially in the victims of new 

forms of poverty and slavery. The Lord says: ‘I was hungry and you gave me 

food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed 

me, I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in 

prison and you came to me.”   

                  Message for World Day of Migrants and Refugees – Sept. 23, 2014   

 

“Mission is at once a passion for Jesus and a passion for his people.”   

 

“Our mission as Christians is to conform ourselves evermore to Jesus as the 

model of our lives.” 

 

“Evangelization is the mission of the Church, not just of a few, but my, your, our 

mission.” 

 

One Mission – Joyfully Serving the Lord 
 

The CWL Mission statement reads: The Catholic Women's League of 
Canada is a national organization rooted in gospel values calling its members to 
holiness through service to the people of God. Fulfilling our mission, the CWL 
council in a parish gives example to the harmony, unity and peace that can be 
experienced by all.  In the diocese, in the province and in the country, the CWL is 
an example of one mission, joyfully serving the Lord.  Sometimes we work on 
different projects, or approach things in a variety of ways.  The theme for this 
edition of our newsletter, Communicator, is One Mission - Joyfully Serving the 
Lord.  Members throughout BC and the Yukon submitted articles that focused on 
mission, understanding and celebrating life.   
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Mission- Who Is it for, Anyway? 

 
Mission is defined as the vocation or calling of a religious organization, 

especially a Christian one to go out into the world and spread the faith.  
Our mission statement, “The Catholic Women’s League of Canada is a 

national organization rooted in gospel values, calling its members to holiness 
through service to the people of God”, reminds us of the words in Matthew 
 25:35-40 “For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave 
me drink, a stranger and you welcomed me, naked and you clothed me, ill and 
you cared for me, in prison and you came to me. Then the righteous will answer 
him and say, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give 
you drink?  When did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked and 
clothe you?  When did we see you ill or in prison, and visit you?  And the king will 
say to them in reply, “Amen, I say to you, whatever you did for one of these least 
brothers of mine, you did for me.”  

These words also ring true when we contemplate our National CWL theme 
One Heart, One Voice, One Mission with the sub-theme of Palliative and Hospice 
Care. We have been challenged to ensure the teachings of the Church are 
especially maintained for those who cannot help themselves: including the sick 
and the dying through our work with hospice and palliative care, for embryos - 
especially through our anti-abortion efforts and also against pornography as it 
hurts everyone.   Pope Francis has declared The Year of Mercy and with it 
reminds us of Luke 6:36 “Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful”.  The Pope 
has used the words “Who am I to judge?” many times in his homilies and 
addresses.  Indeed, who are we to judge?!  Forgiveness is a key to being 
merciful.  But forgiving someone can be very difficult.  Why do we need to forgive 
others?  Because we are sinners, we need to forgive others over and over again, 
just as we have been forgiven.  If we love others, it will lead to forgiving rather 
than judging.  Jesus is our model in this!  Forgiveness is not only about others 
but about our own spiritual growth.  Love and forgiveness cannot be separated.  
If we choose to live out the love of God as the purpose of our life, then 
forgiveness is an option that cannot be avoided.  

“The first to apologize is the bravest, the first to forgive is the strongest, 
and the first to forget is the happiest.”  (Anonymous) 

The mission we are called to spread can be shown in a myriad of ways.  
We, each, have been given different talents, different gifts but they have all come 
from the same Spirit.  There are many services that can be offered, but they all 
come from the same Lord.   Without us, the Lord’s work cannot be completed.  
We are his feet, his hands, his eyes, his ears and his voice on earth.  Who is this 
mission for?  It is meant for everyone!  Let us use wisely the resources that God 
has so graciously given us, so that his will can be done, so that true peace and 
joy can be part of everyone’s daily life. 

  
Submitted by Laura Esposito, BC & Yukon Communications Chairperson 
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Married Couples Weekend 
 

 
 

(Roger Nadeau, Diane Nadeau, Doreen Gowans, Bil Gowans) 
 

A spiritual weekend for happily married couples was held at the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary Shrine in Cache Creek, BC on October 16th, 17th and 18, 2015. 
Twelve couples from around the Kamloops Diocese attended, and took part in, 
prayer, videos, presentations and time together to re-affirm their marriage.  The 
weekend was created and facilitated by CWL members Doreen Gowans and 
Diane Nadeau and their husbands, Bil and Roger, along with Bishop David 
Monroe, Msgr. Jerry Desmond and Father Patrick Cerdeno who supported and 
took parts throughout the weekend. The weekend was designed to celebrate 
great marriages and for couples to focus on each other.  One couple’s 
testimonial: … “When a couple signs up for a couple’s weekend, it may come 
with some apprehension that often comes with the unknown”  however by the 
end of the weekend “… it left us with a desire to never slip back into our old ways 
and to never let life get in the way. We left with an invigorated faith.” 
 

 
 

Submitted by Diane Nadeau, Kamloops Diocesan 
Communications Chairperson 
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Honoured With Recognition 
 

 
 

Carole Hourigan is receiving her Maple Leaf Service Pin from President Leanne 
Forest, with Father Alfredo Monacelli looking on.  Carole merited her pin for 
major contributions to the CWL – any time, any request for assistance, Carole 
was there.  Carole is also a regular supporter of St. Edward’s Parish and brings 
smiles in the community when she and her dog Ginger visit senior residents 
 

 
 

Betty Hoskins is receiving her Certificate of Merit from Past President Thelma 
Blore.  The 2015 Victoria Diocesan Convention was a great success for Island 
sisters because Betty put together a great package of devotion, education and 
entertainment. 
 
  Submitted by Francine Tournier, Communications Chairperson 
    St. Edward the Confessor CWL, Duncan, B.C. 
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Bees and the Environment – The Environment and Bees 
 

Planting season is here! About one third of the human diet comes from 
insect-pollinated plants, and honeybees are responsible for 80% of that 
pollination. We have heard of the devastating loss of bee hives in Canada. Why?  

Neonicotinoids are a class of neuro-active, nicotine-based insecticides 
and are now the most widely used insecticides in the world. Research has found 
evidence that environmental contamination, as well as the decline in pollinators, 
is attributable to the use of neonicotinoid pesticides.   

What can we do? Avoid buying seeds, seedlings or products that have 
been treated with neonicotinoids, advise local nurseries & greenhouses that you 
will not buy treated products. 

 
Submitted by Agnes Geiger 
BC & Yukon Provincial Chairperson of Education and Health 
  

 
     The Resurrection Garden  

 

`  

 

Annunciation Council is very involved in Children’s Liturgy of the word. Last year, 
our members introduced Resurrection Gardens to the parish during Children’s 
liturgy on the 4th Sunday of Lent.  The children made a Resurrection Garden 
using the instructions from http://littlehouseonthevalley.com/mini-resurrection-
gardens, that was displayed to the parish after Communion.  After Mass, families 
were invited to take packages of grass seed to make their own.  Our 
Resurrection Garden was displayed in the foyer of the parish office as the glass 
doors provided sufficient light.   Our parish secretary misted the garden during 
weekdays.  On Easter Sunday, the stone was rolled back and a white piece of 
gauze could be seen in the tomb.   We used figurines from nativity sets to 
represent the Mary’s.  This is a lovely tradition that illustrates many of the Gospel 
themes in a way the young children can understand.  The children were excited 
to see the grass sprouting and by Easter, we had a garden.  We shared this 
activity with other councils at the Prince George Diocesan Convention. 
 

Submitted by Anne Falvo – Co-President, Annunciation CWL 
Prince Rupert, B.C.    . 

http://littlehouseonthevalley.com/mini-resurrection-gardens
http://littlehouseonthevalley.com/mini-resurrection-gardens
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Reaching Out to Refugees 
  
Hands Across The Water is one of several  
groups in my home town of Powell River 
working hard to help resettle refugees.  
  
Margaret Huisman a CWL member of my parish 
council tells it this way. “This group had its initial 
conception on the Willingdon Creek Trail in 
Powell River in early 2015. Liz Brach and I were 
walking the trail when she stopped and said she 
had been thinking about sponsoring a refugee 
family.  I looked at her and we both thought, 

“Let's do it!” Father Tepoorten, our pastor was an early supporter. Like so many 
others, he knew we had to do something to help the refugees. He offered not 
only his wise counsel but also the use of parish facilities for our fundraisers.”  
 
“We slowly started talking to our friends and Church of the Assumption 
parishioners.  We got the ball rolling.  A group of like-minded women started 
talking over banana bread and lemon loaf. The first thing we did was find a name 
we all liked... Hands Across the Water.  That was it.” 
 
Liz gave a moving promotional speech at all of the Catholic weekend services, 
which garnered a collection of $17 000. At that point we were moving closer to 
the required target of $30 000. 
  
“Our fund raising events started with a garage sale at Assumption Gym by 
donation only, which we thought might be risky, but we raised almost $7,000.   
We were on our way!  We had so much community and parish support.  It was 
our parish support that enabled us to apply for a private sponsorship through our 
sponsorship agreement holder (SAH), Vancouver Archdiocese, who was 
extremely helpful at every step along the way.” 
  
“From here, we hosted an East meets West dinner and again felt an 
overwhelming surge of support, and the money continued to roll in. Then 
the call went out for furnishings, and again we were so appreciative of all the 
wonderful items collected for our family.”    
 
While Margaret, Liz, and a host of helpers prepare for the long-awaited arrival of 
our Syrian family, I am so proud of our CWL council’s involvement in this project. 
From their initial donation of $500 to their offers of help with transportation, 
clothing and furnishings, our members will be an important part of this venture, 
continuing as it does the League’s strong tradition since 1920  of “ welcoming the 
stranger” to Canadian shores. 
 
Our Mayor, Dave Formosa, and Powell River Diversity Initiative, along with 
members of the wider community have also been attending monthly meetings so 
that all sponsoring groups can share knowledge, successes and setbacks of our 
various projects. There is even a community pot into which groups can dip to 
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bolster their finances in order to secure refugee sponsorship. If everything works 
out as planned we hope to host five refugee families in our city.  
 
Margaret concludes her report with the following advice: “We are now waiting for 
our family to arrive, but I think it has taught us to step out in faith. Be Bold! 
Nothing is going to happen unless you are willing to take a leap of faith.” 
 

Submitted by Evelyn Rigby and Margaret Huisman 
Church of the Assumption CWL Powell River 
 

   Eileen Little – Joyfully Serving the Lord 
 

More milestones were reached for Eileen Little, when the St. Peter’s 
Council in Nanaimo honored her 70th anniversary as a member of the Catholic 
Women’s League of Canada (CWL). And this year, she will be celebrating her 
90th birthday. This vibrant and dynamic woman has had an incredible life’s 
journey. 

Eileen was born in England and throughout her young years had her 
parents as role models. She was taught by the sisters of St. John of the Cross 
and was an active participant in her faith. 

Life changed dramatically when war came and the air raid sirens would 
hustle all to seek shelter. Everyone in England had to register for national service 
upon reaching the age of 17, so Eileen trained as a surgical nurse. This was a 
traumatic experience for a young woman, as she had to deal with men who had 
lost one or both limbs, were burnt or blinded or when they succumbed to their 
injuries, had to be prepared for burial. 

 

   
      (Pictured are Agnes Geiger, BC & Yukon Education and Health Chairperson,        
         Eileen Little and Christa Grillmair, President, St. Peter’s CWL, Nanaimo) 
 

In December 1944, she met a young Canadian who literally swept her off 
her feet by dancing all night. They were engaged in February and married in 
June of 1945. After the war was over, she, along with 45,000 other war brides, 
followed their husbands to Canada. The young couple settled in Beiseker where 
Eileen was invited to attend her first CWL meeting. They gave her a gift, 
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welcomed her to Canada, asked for a one dollar membership fee and presented 
her with a badge. She was 19 years old. 

The family later moved to Calgary where Eileen was a CWL member at St. 
Joseph’s and St. Pius X, and Eileen continued to actively organize dances, 
picnics, home parties and formed community and life-long friends, swapping 
maternity clothes each year to whoever needed them. 

In 1957, when an appeal came for homes for Hungarian refugees who 
were fleeing the revolution in their homeland, she and her husband, Ernie, 
responded. A young couple was assigned to them and they helped them find a 
job and get settled in their new country. Eileen continued her good works for the 
CWL and says that the fifties were great years for new arrivals to our country. 

After moving to Edmonton, Eileen was president of her Parish CWL 
Council and later appointed to the Diocesan Council where she joined active 
women who were embracing the arrival of Vatican II. Asked by the Bishops to do 
a study of “Women in the Church”, Eileen took courses at Newman College and 
was named a member of the Bishop’s Vocation team. 

The family continued to grow and also included native and Eskimo foster 
children. They often looked after young, single, expectant mothers and helped 
them at the time of their deliverances. In 1970, she was awarded “Mother of the 
Year” and was honoured to ride a convertible in the Klondike parade; especially 
proud when her parents came from England to watch them ride by. 

In 1977, the family moved to “the little farm in Cedar” where she and Ernie 
lived until his death a few months after their 65th wedding anniversary. Eileen 
joined the CWL Council at St. Mary’s in Ladysmith. Now living in Nanaimo, Eileen 
is a member of St. Peter’s Parish, having worked on the parish council as 
Ecumenical chair, serving as President of the CWL and conducting leadership 
courses.  

In the mid-eighties, Eileen organized a club for immigrant women to help 
them become more at home in Canada and Nanaimo. Throughout her life, Eileen 
has been encouraging women to leave the confining limits of their everyday 
surroundings and experience something new. Her life is a true example of how a 
young woman from another country can made such a difference. As we continue 
to welcome refugees to our country and neighborhood, Eileen’s life story and 
service to God and Canada should be an example and guideline for all of us. 
   
   Submitted by Christa Grillmair, Victoria Diocesan Communications Chairperson 
 
  St. Valentine’s Day, 2016 – St. Joseph’s Parish 
    Salmon Arm, B.C. 
 

On Sunday, February 14, St. Valentine's Day 2016 our parish of St. 
Joseph's had a wonderful experience. Every year on St. Valentine's Day we have 
had a small social with games and goodies served up by a few of our youth. This 
year the member who has headed up this event in the past could not do it. So, 
she asked a couple of our younger mothers to help. These mothers have children 
in the confirmation class and they needed to do a service project. It was decided 
by our CWL council that the social take place after Mass on that Sunday. 

When the members of our parish came down to the hall for this social they 
could not believe their eyes. The place was decorated by some of these students 
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and friends. We were treated with many goodies and they served them as well as 
tea and coffee. It was so nice to see the youth with their smiling faces serving the 
parish, young and old. One of the confirmation students commented that it just 
felt like a family and it sure did! 

Two women parishioners were also celebrating their birthdays, so happy 
birthday was sung as well as a birthday cake was served. 

This was one of the more memorable celebrations at our parish. What a 
way to be Joyfully Serving the Lord. It was amazing! 
 

Submitted by Sharon Geiger 
 
    “League of Angels” 
 

  
 

Theresa St. Arnaud has been in a church 'folk' choir since the age of 13, 
and has led a group in one parish or another since about the age of 18 or 19.  In 
1988, she moved from Ontario to BC and settled in North Vancouver at St. Pius 
X Parish.   

There was no ‘folk style’ choir at St. Pius X, and no music at all at the 5:00 
pm Saturday Mass. Theresa, wanting to continue to serve in music ministry, 
approached the Pastor, Father Pedro Lopez-Gallo [he wasn't a Monsignor at that 
time] who literally linked her arm with Pat Deppiesse.  Pat knew everyone at the 
parish and quickly collected several parishioners to form a little folk choir.  Their 
formal debut was the blessing of the new Marian grotto in May 1989 by 
Archbishop Carney.  The members loved it when Fr. Gallo called them the 'youth' 
choir, and he continued to do so for the next 20+ years!   

Many different members have passed through the music ministry at St. 
Pius X and have shared their exceptional talents, musical knowledge, and their 
friendship.  Members of both the Saturday and two Sunday choirs often gathered 
together for many special occasions and potluck dinners, always with some very 
lively music after dinner!  Easter and Christmas Masses became a joint affair 
involving everyone in the music ministry.   

Theresa was a Charter Member of the St. Pius X CWL, and occasionally 
had the opportunity to be involved in the music for different CWL events, often 
again at the request of Pat Deppiesse.  She has filled many positions in her 
parish council, even President!  She is happily married to Vince and has two 
children.  She drove the St. Pius X school bus for years, and had her own small 
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business.  Theresa is presently Advocate in the Vancouver Regional Marriage 
Tribunal.   

When the National Convention was to be held in Vancouver in 2005, both 
Pat and Barb Dowding requested Theresa to form a choir made up of CWL 
members.  A memo was sent out to the Presidents of every council in the 
diocese and the response was fantastic!  Approximately 30 to 40 ladies 
responded right away and a few more came on board as practices got going.  All 
agreed the 2005 Convention was a wonderful experience!   

In 2014, members from the various levels of the League sort of ‘fished 
around’ by dropping hints to see if the choir might come forward again to sing for 
the 2015 National Convention.  In fact, the director and choir members had been 
hoping to be asked again!  Everyone was excited and eager to get involved. 
They came from Aggasiz to the east, Point Grey to the west, Richmond to the 
south, Squamish to the north, and all points in between! 

The national executive had requested about 30 hymns, several of which 
were unknown to the choir members, many of whom could not read music and 
needed to learn the hymns and harmonies one line at a time!  At first, they met 
once a month on a Sunday afternoon at different parishes around Vancouver, 
wherever they could acquire practice space.  Getting closer to the convention 
they met more often, every two or three weeks.  Choir members were in 
attendance at the convention all day, every day, and sang several times 
throughout each day! Theresa’s daughter Dominique, now 16, was one of the 
pianists for the 2015 convention.   
   During this practice time, several members were affected by illness of 
themselves or their family members but kept going!  Dear Marti Van de Raadt, 
who passed away just recently, was diagnosed with colon cancer, but didn't 
disclose this until after the convention.  Another lady had to leave the convention 
in the middle of the first day with an infection caused by kidney stones.  Krystle 
Colobong, the choir pianist, was just starting the third trimester of her first 
pregnancy!   

A few of the members were also participating in the Broadway Chorus 
which entertained the membership at the Monday night casual dinner.  This 
meant weekly chorus rehearsals in White Rock were added to their practice 
schedules!  These were dedicated ladies!  We are so grateful for their ongoing 
support of League initiatives like the choir.  

The members involved in the CWL Choir have decided to keep the choir 
together and have named themselves the “League of Angels”.  They have been 
requested to sing at the BC and Yukon Provincial Convention in Coquitlam, BC in 
2016.  They are still meeting once a month and plan to make themselves 
available to sing at Mass occasionally at various parishes around the diocese. 

With deep gratitude to Theresa and all the League of Angels choir 
members! 
 

Submitted by Pat Deppiesse, President BC & Yukon Council 
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    Assisted-dying in Canada: What you need to know about the new law 
By Monique Muise National Online Journalist, Politics Global News Apr.14, 2016 
 

“The federal government unveiled its assisted-dying legislation Thursday, 
after numerous delays and an extension from the Supreme Court of Canada 
granted last winter. 

Health Minister Jane Philpott and Justice Minister Jody Wilson-Raybould 
were both on hand Thursday morning in Ottawa to provide details. Their 
announcement comes more than a year after the Supreme Court struck down 
Canada’s ban on doctor-assisted death. 

Every Canadian from coast to coast will soon be able to ask for medical 
help in ending their life if they meet a certain set of criteria, says Federal Health 
Minister Jane Philpott, but her government is also committed to improving access 
to palliative care to ease suffering.  Philpott said the bill provides a framework for 
provinces and territories to build upon, and she is not concerned about a 
patchwork of different rules emerging across the country — especially when it 
comes to doctors and nurses choosing to opt out of helping patients die.  The 
proposed law, which must still be debated and passed in the House of 
Commons, is not as permissive as recommended by a special joint 
Parliamentary committee that examined the issue of assisted death this past 
year. The law will not allow for anyone under the age of 18 to seek or receive 
help in dying. It will also likely exclude many Canadians suffering solely from 
mental illnesses, because one of the prerequisites for accessing assisted death 
is that the person’s natural death is “reasonably foreseeable.” Suicide would not 
be considered a natural death.  

The government is proposing, however, to appoint “one or more 
independent bodies” to study how the law might be extended to mature minors or 
non-terminal mental health patients down the line. It will also examine the notion 
of allowing people to express wishes regarding doctor-assisted death in their 
wills (advanced directives).  The panel had urged the government to put as 
few obstacles as possible in front of Canadians who want a doctor’s help to end 
their suffering, and had recommended allowing mature minors and those 
suffering from mental illnesses to access assisted dying.  The law states that 
anyone asking for medical help in dying must have a serious and incurable 
illness, disease or disability. They must also be in an “advanced state of 
irreversible decline in capability” and their death must be “reasonably 
foreseeable.” 

These last two requirements could result in court challenges. The 
Supreme Court’s decision made no mention of being in an advanced state of 
decline when it struck down the ban on assisted death, stating only that a person 
should be suffering from a “grievous and irremediable medical condition” in order 
to qualify. There was also no mention of reasonably foreseeable death.   

Ottawa’s law does state, however, that a person can still get help dying 
even if they are not extremely close to natural death, as they 
must be under Quebec’s assisted-dying law. 
Safeguards 

The federal law includes a series of safeguards to ensure that patients are 
of sound mind and truly qualify for assisted death.  A patient will first need to 
make a written request to kick-start the process, and that request must be signed 

http://globalnews.ca/author/monique-muise/
http://globalnews.ca/tag/assisted-dying/
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by two “independent” witnesses. Neither of those witnesses can be providing 
medical or other personal care to the patient, own or operate the facility where 
they are being cared for, or be a beneficiary of the patient’s will.  Two 
independent doctors or nurse practitioners must then evaluate the request and 
provide their opinions on whether the patient qualifies.  If a request is approved, 
there must have been a 15-day span between the signing of the request and 
death for “reflection.” That may be waived or shortened if death or loss of the 
capacity to consent is imminent.  Patients can withdraw their request at any point 
in the process.”   Global News   April 14, 2016 

“No one, including the Conservative and the Liberal house leaders in the 
Senate, will give odds as to the likelihood that a majority of their colleagues will 
support Bill C-14 and/or do so in time for the June 6 deadline. It is possible there 
will not be enough common ground between the two houses for a federal law to 
see the light of day. Worse things could probably happen.” The Toronto Star 
Tues, Apr 19 2016 

 
Agnes Geiger writes: “My concern is for the elderly, mentally ill and 

disabled persons who are not provided with resources for ample palliative and 
end-of-life care leaving “euthanasia” as their only option. According to the 
Canadian Institute for Health Information, a quarter of Canada’s population will 
be over 65 by 2036, a “tsunami of seniors” - is “Euthanasia” what we have to look 
forward to?  My fear is that no amount of safeguards in place will protect those 
who are the most vulnerable.”  

Agnes Geiger BC & Yukon Education and Health Chairperson 
 

CELEBRATIONS! CELEBRATIONS! 
 

 
St. Pius X, North Vancouver Council celebrated their March meeting with a St. 

Patrick’s Day theme. A dinner of Irish stew was served.  Fr. John Horgan, their 

Spiritual Advisor, talked about St. Patrick and the myths and legends associated 

with him.  Following a short meeting, the ladies were entertained with Irish music 

and dancing.  A good time was had by all! 

       Submitted by Anita Park, Vancouver Diocesan Communications Chairperson 
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  12 Hours of Prayer for Palliative Care 

 
The theme chosen for the Jubilee Year of Mercy is One Heart, One Voice, One 
Mission: Palliative and Hospice Care. It was decided unanimously at the National 
February executive meeting to call upon the Power of Prayer to initiate a 
nationwide 12 hours of Prayer for Palliative Care on May 4, 2016. It is 
important that members find some way to support this day of Prayer which can 
take place in church, a home or elsewhere during National Hospice Palliative 
Care Week. 
 
Pope Francis says “Let us not underestimate the power of so many voices 
united in prayer.” 
 
On February 6, 2015 The Catholic Women’s League of Canada, communicated 
to government “with over 85,000 members across the country, the Catholic 
Women’s League is deeply saddened and disappointed by this morning’s 
Supreme Court of Canada’s ruling to strike down the Canadian ban on Physician 
assisted suicide. This ruling will allow Canadian adults, who are mentally 
competent and suffering intolerably, to seek a doctor’s help in taking their lives.” 
 
The League is united in protecting the sanctity of life and it’s respect for natural 
death. The League will continue to urge for the adequate training of health care 
professionals in pain management, and, support those who offer compassionate 
and competent palliative care for the dying. The formation of palliative Care 
teams in ALL communities across Canada is something for which the League will 
continue to strive. 
 
I received a letter from Barbara Dowding, our National President, and replied to 
her that I had been involved with Hospice in Prince George for about 9 years, 
doing baking, mending and taking courses to learn how best to assist Palliative 
Care and now doing Broken Circle. Barbara replied “Thanks Linda. I knew you 
were involved but it is wonderful that you put it in writing as a kind of testimony. 
May I consider putting it in the League Magazine if we have room? It might 
inspire others. Thank you so much for writing and keep up the good work.” 
 
There is a pressing need for all Canadians to have greater accessibility to 
palliative care. It allows those who are facing death not to be burdened by pain 
and suffering but to receive the necessary support that respects their human 
dignity both physically and spiritually rather than choosing physician assisted 
death as a desperate last resort. 
 
Only 16% to 30% of Canadians have access to or receive hospice palliative care 
and end-of-life care services. Even fewer receive grief and bereavement services 
(like the Broken Circle program we have here in Prince George) Also “residential 
hospice palliative care programs are still at least, 50% funded by charitable 
donations, and families must bear part of the cost, almost anywhere outside of 
the hospital. 
 
You are encouraged to sign the 12 Hours of Prayer Petition.  
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World Health Organization (WHO) Definition of Palliative Care: 
 
Palliative Care is an approach that improves the quality of life of patients and 
their families facing the problems with life-threatening illness, through the 
prevention and relief of suffering by means of early identification and impeccable 
assessment and treatment of pain and other problems, physical, psychosocial, 
and spiritual. 
 
Canadian Hospice Palliative Care Association (CHPCA) 
The CHPCA is the national voice for hospice palliative care in Canada. 
Advancing and advocating for quality end-of- life/hospice palliative care in 
Canada, its work includes public policy, public education and awareness. 
Established in 1991, the volunteer board is composed of hospice palliative care 
workers and volunteers from Canadian Provinces and Territories as well as 
members at large with a vision of “all Canadians have access to quality end-of-
life care.” 
 
Catholic Organization for Life and Family: 
The Catholic Organization for Life and Family (COLF) was co-founded by the 
Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops (CCCB) and Supreme Council of the 
Knights of Columbus. COLF’S mission is to build a culture of life and a civilization 
of love by promoting respect for human life and dignity and the essential role of 
the family. COLF has a 23 page document entitled “The Church Speaks Out: 
Excerpts on Euthanasia, Suicide, and the Christian Meaning of Suffering”. 
 
Canadian Virtual Hospice (CVH) 
The Canadian Virtual Hospice provides support and personalized information 
about palliative/end-of-life care to patients, family members, health care 
providers, researchers and educators.  In 2001, a group of palliative care leaders 
gathered to consider whether a web-based platform could address some of the 
gaps in palliative care in Canada. They recognized Canadians need a reputable 
source for finding information and support, whenever they need it, wherever they 
live. 
 
 The CVH went online in February 2004 with an e-health pioneering feature 
called Ask A Professional.  For the first time, Canadians had direct access to 
health specialists online. Since then, Canadians have found a safe place to sort 
through issues related to death and dying at the Virtual Hospice. CVH has 
gathered links to palliative care associations in each province or territory (found 
on their site.) 
 
A number of prayers and reflections and much more information are also found  if 
you type CWL 12 Hours of Prayer for Palliative Care. 
 

Linda McClinton, BC & Yukon Provincial Community Life Chairperson 
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Provincial CWL Delegates present their Resolutions to the  
Government in Victoria, May 2016 

(MLAs (back row) Marc Dalton (Maple Ridge-Mission), Ralph Sultan (West 
Vancouver-Capilano), John Yap (Richmond-Steveston), Jane Thornthwaite 
(North Vancouver-Seymour), Linda Reimer (Port Moody-Coquitlam), Donna 
Barnett (Cariboo-Chilcotin), Don McRae (Comox Valley), Richard Lee (Burnaby 
North) Simon Gibson (Abbotsford-Mission), Linda Larson (Boundary 
Similkameen)  Marvin Hunt (Surrey Panorama).  Missing from the photo, John 
Martin (Chilliwack). 

(BC & Yukon Provincial Resolution Committee (front row) Legislation 
chairperson: Gisela Montague, Provincial president-elect: Evelyn Rigby, 
Resolutions chairperson: Dianne Barker, Education and Health chairperson: 
Agnes Geiger) 

After months of preparation, numerous phone calls, text messages and 
emails between the members of the BC & Yukon CWL Resolutions committee 
the day finally arrived for our annual meetings to present our resolutions to 
members of the BC Legislature.   Due to a flight delay for our chairperson, some 
last minute adjustments were made and the three members of the delegation 
attended the scheduled meeting at 3:30pm with members of the NDP caucus, 
Mike Farnworth (Port Coquitlam), Leonard Krog (Nanaimo North) and Maurine 
Karagianis (Esquimalt-Royal Roads) and presented seven resolutions.   
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With the permission of national president, Barbara Dowding, the 
resolutions committee expanded Resolution 2015.04 Invoke Section 33 of the 
Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms in the case of Carter v Canada and 
Resolution 2007.03 Hospice and Palliative Care: An Integral Component of the 
Canadian Health Care System, to include the very timely and crucial topic of 
rights of conscience of physicians and institutions.  In addition resolutions 
presented were: 2015.01 Increased Early Intervention & Access to Children & 
Youth Mental Health Services, BC 2015.02 Enduring Power of Attorney, BC 
2015.03 Registration Process for Organ & Tissue Donation, 2015.02 Ban Plastic 
Microbeads in Personal Care Products and 2015.03 Banning the Use of 
Neonicotinoid Pesticides. 

Later in the day the full delegation met for half an hour with Honourable 
Mary Polak, Minister of the Environment and two of her executive assistants.  
The environmental resolutions relating to plastic microbeads and neonicotinoid 
pesticide resolutions were presented. Minister Polak, a Catholic, had read 
“Laudato Si”, the papal document concerning the environment, and was 
knowledgeable about Archbishop Michael Miller’s concerns.  She was receptive 
to our recommendations that the provincial government educate the public about 
the hazards of plastic microbeads and neonicotinoid pesticides until the federal 
government implements bans on them.  Minister Polak sought our assistance in 
drawing attention to the problem of organic matter being dumped into landfills.  
This food waste contributes to pollution, waste and greenhouse gases.  She 
directed us to the Federal Ministry of the Environment’s August 2015 intention 
paper, Organic Matter Recycling Regulations.  She indicated that a federal 
regulatory process is usually more effective than a law because regulations 
mean action, whereas when a law is passed, the plan still has to be developed 
on how procedures will take place.  We indicated that this might be a good topic 
for a future CWL resolution.  We spoke about members taking personal 
responsibility for our environment. 

On May 4, 14 Liberal MLA’s and assistants present at the caucus meeting 
were introduced to the Resolutions Committee by MLA Donna Barnett (Cariboo-
Chilcotin). The presentation of the resolutions was very well received with 
pertinent questions and insightful comments from the MLAs.  It was 
recommended by one MLA, that because many products containing plastic 
microbeads are produced in the USA that, if we had a sister organizations in the 
USA, we encourage them to take action also.  This gave us the opportunity to 
explain our membership in WUCWO.  I have subsequently contacted the national 
Resolutions chairperson and passed along this suggestion.  Several MLAs posed 
questions about Bill C-14 and the rights of conscience.  Many heads nodded to 
the affirmative as we spoke of the need for access to palliative and hospice care 
for all British Columbians.  In response to Resolution 2015.01 regarding youth 
mental health services, the chair of the Select Standing Committee on Children 
and Youth provided us with a copies of the November 2014 Interim Report and 
January 2016 Final Report of the Child and Youth Mental Health in British 
Columbia Concrete Actions for Systemic Change.  These reports are available 
on the BC Government website. 

We were hosted for lunch in the Legislature Dining Room and were 
introduced in the Legislature in the afternoon by Chilliwack MLA John Martin. As 
part of this government Outreach Day, there were many guests introduced in the 
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gallery including a delegation of 15 Korean government ministers, several 
schools and a youth choir. We attended Question Period in the Legislature 
Assembly prior to departing. 

Before we left, Agnes and Gisela had their photos taken beside the 
display “Women Making History in BC’s Legislature Today” which featured 
Lieutenant Government, Judith Guichon OBC, Premier Christy Clark, and 
Honorable Linda Reid, Speaker of the House.  

The presentation of our resolutions to government members is an honor 
and a privilege that we value.  The MLAs respect the work that has been done in 
the preparation of the resolutions and they are attentive and gracious towards 
our presentation.  The interchange of ideas is an education for them and for us 
and it is very worthwhile.   
    Submitted by the BC & Yukon Resolutions Committee 

 
        Celebrating 60 Years as a Catholic Women’s League Member 

 

 
         Rachel Côté, President, Sacred Heart Council, Terrace, B.C. (left)  

             presenting Jean Mulroney with her 60 year pin. 
 
Jean Mulroney has been a Catholic Women’s League (CWL) Member for 60 
years.   Within six months of joining the CWL in Kitimat in 1955, her family moved 
to Terrace, B.C.  There were fewer members then and the Terrace council was 
just getting started.  Bake sales were held to raise funds.  A good money maker 
was homemade bread as most women still had the skill.  The CWL did lots of 
catering for New Year’s dances, weddings and RCMP balls in those early days.  
Great friendships were started during these times as they exchanged ideas and 
anecdotes about their lives and about their children as they grew up.  In the 60 
years as a CWL member, Jean held executive positions as President, Treasurer 
and Christian Family Life Chairperson.  She has always been a source of 
laughter, and an inspiration to the Sacred Heart Council. 
 
 Submitted by Rachel Côté, President, Sacred Heart Council, Terrace, B.C 
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NEW BISHOP FOR THE DIOCESE OF WHITEHORSE 
 

 
(Bishop Gary Gordon, Diocese of Victoria, formerly of the 

Whitehorse Diocese laying hands on Bishop Elect, Héctor Felipe Vila) 
 
The Episcopal Ordination and Installation of the Most Reverend Héctor 

Felipe Vila as the sixth Bishop of the Diocese of Whitehorse took place on 
February 7th, 2016 at Vanier Catholic Secondary School in Whitehorse, Yukon. 
Sacred Heart Cathedral wasn’t large enough to accommodate the anticipated 
crowd wishing to be present at this joyous event, but the school gym held 
everyone comfortably. His Eminence Gérald Cyprien Cardinal Lacroix, 
Archbishop of Québec and Primate of Canada presided and the principal co-
consecrators were His Excellency the Most Reverend Gerard Pettipas, C.Ss.R., 
Archbishop of Grouard-McLennan and His Excellency the Most Reverend J. 
Michael Miller, CSB, Archbishop of Vancouver. Present were the Apostolic 
Nuncio to Canada, the Most Reverend Luigi Bonazzi, many Bishops, Priests and 
Seminarians from across Canada, and family and friends of Bishop-Elect Vila 
also from across the country and from his birthplace in Peru, members of Kafka 
and Teslin Klingit First Nations, and Catholics from all Yukon communities and 
Northern B.C.  

There were many highlights including the address by the Apostolic Nuncio 
who told us that Bishop Gary Gordon prayed fervently every day since he left the 
Yukon for the Diocese of Victoria for a good Bishop for the Whitehorse Diocese, 
and here we were two years later welcoming the fruit of all those prayers. There 
was a Smudging Ceremony by the Teslin Klingit First Nation, and a promise that 
these people would be present for their new Bishop and held much hope for the 
future of their relationship. 

     
(Pat Deppiesse, BC & Yukon Provincial President, Jeanne Wilson, BC &  
Yukon Spiritual Development, Gérald Cyprien Cardinal Lacroix, Bishop  
Héctor Vila, Carol Vanderbyl, Whitehorse Diocesan President)  
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The Catholic Women’s League assisted in the celebrations by preparing 

the reception for over 400 people. The members presented their new Bishop with 

a Spiritual Bouquet. Pat Deppiesse, B.C. and Yukon Provincial Council President 

was present and delivered a welcome letter with the invitation to Bishop Vila to 

attend the provincial convention in the Vancouver diocese in June, and offered 

our wishes to work together to develop our faith community and strengthen the 

bonds we hope to share. 

Submitted by Carol Vanderbyl, Whitehorse Diocesan CWL President 
 
 
Spring Fashion Show raises over  $3000.00 for local charities 

 

    
Sandi Digras, show organizer  An elegant affair with polka dot runners 
Carol Low, model and Spiritual  
Development Chairperson 
 

The Catholic Women’s League of the Church of the Ascension - Parksville 
B.C., hosted a black and white Mother’s day Spring Fashion Event on Thursday 
May 5th. From the polka dot table runners to the prizes all wrapped in black and 
white the 2016 Mother’s Day show was an elegant affair. Special guests included 
members of the Executive from St. Peter’s Council and the in-coming President 
of the Provincial CWL Evelyn Rigby there to help support this wonderful Fashion 
Event. Over 127 guests were escorted and served by Tuxedo clad members of 
the Knights of Columbus. As Coordinator of the event and Emcee, I was thrilled 
with the response and am so thankful to Sandy Herle, the owner of Close to You 
in Parksville whose beautiful fashions made this such a special event. President 
Nancy Horsfield commented, “We were so pleased with the success of this 
year’s event which raised over $3,000 for two local charities: The Oceanside 
Hospice and Haven House”   

 
 

Submitted by Sandi Digras-Communication Chair 
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St. Faustina, the Visionary of Divine Mercy 

 
Pope Francis, in the Bull of Indiction of the Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy, 

states that Jesus Christ is the face of the Father’s mercy. Mercy has become 
living and visible in Jesus of Nazareth, reaching its culmination in him.  A saint 
that was asked by Jesus to bring this message to the people was St. Faustina. 

St. Faustina was born Helena Kowalska in a small village in Poland in 
1905.  She was the third of ten children and from an early age she had 
apparitions  of Jesus.  She had only three years of formal schooling, but knew 
that she wanted to join a convent.  Because she was poor, she had no dowry and 
had to work as a maid and nanny to save the money to enter the convent of the 
Congregation of the Sisters of Our Lady of Mercy, an order that devoted 
themselves to the care and education of troubled young women. She was of the 
second order which meant she did menial work – the baker, the gardener and 
gatekeeper.  She served others, constantly praying. Because of her special gifts, 
she was often moved from one convent to another. She was very good with 
children and the young ladies that she worked with.  Many came to her to have 
them pray for them. 

In 1931, she had an apparition where Jesus appeared and told her to 
paint a picture of his image as he appeared with a white robe, one hand out in 
blessing and the other hand on his heart.  Two rays were emitting from his heart 
one white and one red – blood and water. Jesus wanted the words, “Jesus, I trust 
in you” written on the painting. 

Her visions were dismissed, but after testing her mental capacity and with 
the help of her spiritual advisor, Fr. Sopocko, the picture was painted by an artist 
and eventually displayed. Fr. Sopocko told her to keep a diary which she did 
although a devil appeared to her and told her to burn it which she did.  She then 
had to rewrite the parts she had burned. The diary was banned, but the ban was 
lifted as it was determined that the translation from Polish caused 
misunderstanding. 

In 1935, Jesus gave her some of the prayers for the Chaplet of Divine 
Mercy and told her to say the chaplet and that he wanted a Feast of Mercy. In 
1937, she was told by Jesus that three pm is the Hour of Divine Mercy.   She 
often said the Chaplet when someone was dying.   

 She took on suffering as a blessing and eventually died after much 
suffering in 1938 of tuberculosis.  She was declared a saint  April 30th, 2000 on 
the Feast of Divine Mercy in Rome. 

This is just a brief overview of the life of this remarkable saint.  I would 
recommend reading a full biography of her such as Faustina, Apostle of Divine 
Mercy by Catherine M. Odell  ( Our Sunday Visitor Publishing Division) and a 
DVD on her -  Faustina, the Mystical Life of the Visionary of Divine Mercy from 
Polart Distribution in Polish with English subtitles.  Both are excellent and will 
expand your understanding of mercy.   

 
Submitted by Jeanne Wilson, BC & Yukon Spiritual Development 
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Tribute to deceased CWL member Marti van de Raadt 

 

 
 

Marti van de Raadt passed away in Abbotsford Hospital after a short battle 
with cancer.  Her funeral was held on December 5, 2015 at St. Anthony of Padua 
Church in Agassiz. 

She was an active member in our council at St. Mary’s parish in Chilliwack 
for 24 years and served as president, for her elected term of 2012 and 2013.  In 
2014 at election time, when we did not find a member who would stand for 
President Marti graciously accepted to serve for another year. 

We’ll especially remember Marti for her spirituality and her total devotion 
to the CWL.  She certainly had a talent to “sift the grain from the shaft” very 
quickly. And no hard of hearing member at our meetings could say they couldn’t 
hear Marti.  Marti was one of those rare people who had her life priorities in 
perfect order: 

Firstly, she had the love and care of her parents, sisters, brother, nieces 
and nephews foremost in her life.   

Secondly, a greater part of her passion was living the true mission of our 
CWL, “rooted in gospel values calling its members to holiness through the people 
of God.”  Marti always planned her holidays to attend diocesan, provincial and 
national conventions, not only as a seat warmer, but an active participant serving 
as a hostess, at the registration desk or in the choirs. She was an excellent driver 
and drove to many of these conventions like Dawson Creek, Prince George and 
most conventions of our diocese. She even attended a provincial convention in 
Whitehorse. Marti wasn’t just a delegate to conventions. She also attended many 
diocesan meetings and activities.   Marti was the cook for our pancake 
breakfasts, participated in walk-a-thons, bicycle-a-thons, helped out for the 
school and for Domestic Abuse Society. She also helped in any way she could 
for our various fundraisers. 

Thirdly, Marti loved her career as a bookkeeper.  She still worked while 
going through her cancer treatments. 

God must have been well pleased with her works here on earth to take her 
home to His kingdom so soon. As Bishop Gary would say “Well done good and 
faithful servant.”  

We will miss you Marti, Rest in Peace. 
 
Text: Rita Blanchette     Photo: Gisela Montague 
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  Victoria Diocesan 2016 Convention – “Guided by the Spirit” 
 

       
(Bishop Gary Gordon presents Agnes Geiger     2016 – 2018 Victoria Diocesan CWL 

with the Life Membership Pin.  Blanca Stead,   Executive 

Past President, Victoria Diocesan Council 

looks on)  

 

Over 100 women gathered in Courtenay at the beginning of May for the 
88th Annual Diocese of Victoria Convention of the Catholic Women’s League 
(CWL). The theme of the convention was “Guided by the Spirit” and from the 
opening Eucharistic celebration by Rev. Fr. Mel Bayron, Diocesan Spiritual 
Advisor, to the closing Mass by Most Reverend Gary Gordon, Bishop of the 
Diocese of Victoria, the Spirit was very much the guide throughout the 
convention.  

Keynote speakers included Dr. Margaret Keresztesi who shared her 40+ 
years as a physician on end-of-life care and the need for increased palliative and 
hospice care in light of Bill C-14 (Medical Aid in Dying). Evelyn Rigby, BC and 
Yukon Provincial Council President-Elect, challenged the attendees to step out in 
faith to offer their leadership. And, focusing on the corporal works of mercy: 
visiting the imprisoned, Bishop Gary Gordon, demonstrated how a restorative 
justice program would be a more holistic approach where the person, family and 
community are included in the rehabilitation program, as compared to traditional 
criminal justice that deals with law and punishment. Special guests included Vera 
and Liz Little from Ahousaht.  

At the closing Mass, Agnes Geiger was honored with Life Membership in 
the CWL and the new executive was installed: President Maureen Ingram, Past-
President Blanca Stead, President-Elect and Organization Christa Grillmair, 1st 
Vice President and Treasurer Laurel Phyall, 2nd Vice President and Christian 
Family Life Bertha Landrie, Secretary Daisy Mah and Spiritual Development Pat 
Carew. Standing committee members are: Community Life Tina Hanlon, 
Resolutions Margaret Beardon, Legislation Linda Foucault, Health and Education 
Pat Darling and Communications Sandi Digras. 
 

Submitted by Christa Grillmair, Victoria Diocesan President -Elect 
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Lenten Soup N’Bun Initiative in Support of Palliative Care 
St. Anthony’s Parish, West Vancouver CWL 

February 11th, 2016 
St. Anthony’s CWL hosted a Lenten Soup N’ Bun presentation every Thursday in 
Lent with all proceeds going to Palliative Care.  Their impressive list of guest 
speakers included:  Michele Smillie, Coordinator of the Life, Marriage & Family 
Office of the Vancouver Archdiocese; Dr. Marylene Kyriazis, Consultant Clinical 
Pharmacist and Co-founder & President of the Paul Sugar Palliative Support 
Foundation; and Dr. Margaret Cottle, Palliative Care Doctor and Vice-President 
of the Euthanasia Prevention Coalition.   

             
       (Photo: K. Ivancic) 
Elaine Moonen, Michele Smillie, President Renata Nowakowska, Suzanne Latta   
 
      Submitted by Anita Park, Vancouver Diocesan Communications Chairperson 

 
ST. MARY’S PARISH, VANCOUVERCELEBRATES 10 YEARS 

February 2, 2016 
 

      
 

St. Mary’s CWL in Vancouver celebrated their 10th Anniversary on February 2, 
2016 with Mass and installation of their new Executive.  Refreshments were 
served in the Parish Hall and Roxanne McDonald, Vancouver Diocesan 
President, gave an inspirational talk about the importance of being a League 
member in today’s world.   
 
       Submitted by Anita Park, Vancouver Diocesan Communications Chairperson 
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St. Mary’s Chilliwack Hosts a Retreat with Father Abbot John Braganza 
“The Spirituality of Women in the Year of Mercy” 

 

                          
St. Mary’s CWL, Chilliwack, BC invited Fr. Abbot John Braganza to speak 

to the women of the parish on Saturday January 23rd. 2016. He chose to speak 
on the spirituality of women in the Year of Mercy. He led close to ninety women 
in an interactive workshop with three guided meditations which encouraged small 
group discussions.  

His reflections were based on the readings of Mark 3:20-35. The first 
mediation from Mark 3:20-21 dealt with the issue of being misunderstood as a 
Disciple of Christ. Discipleship involves risk with the Lord! Small group discussion 
was about sharing : How I live the gospel in my life? A movie clip was shown 
from “Silent Night” reinforcing how to live in God’s truth despite dangerous 
situations.  

The second meditation based on Mark 3:22-30 was about the Holy Spirit 
and the Gift of Conversion. We learned to recognize the role of the Holy Spirit in 
our hearts and our lives leading us onwards in our conversion to be united in the 
will of God. Fr. Abbot Braganza gave us a reference to Pope John Paul 23rd. and 
his being led by the Holy Spirit in opening the second Vatican Council.  

The third meditation was based on Mark 3:31-35, the Absolute Priority of 
Pleasing God. The discussion was about our faithfulness to the Kingdom of God 
and the Church in this world. To help us focus we watched the movie clip “Of 
Gods and Men.”  

One comment was: “Lovely having a day just for women to focus on our 
faith and how to find inspiration and peace in our daily lives.”  
       Submitted by Anita Park, Vancouver Diocesan Communications Chairperson 
 
   What will you do in this Year of Mercy? 
 
In this Jubilee Year or Mercy, Pope Francis has called all of us to forgive those 
we need to forgive.  Prime Minister Justin Trudeau has concerns about Missing 
and murdered aboriginal women.  The Jubilee Year of Mercy is calling us to 
reach out and befriend our Indigenous people, to forgive those that caused them 
wrongs and to move forward.  Now is the time to call all of our members to take 
action. 
 

Resolution 2013.01 – Building Relationships with Indigenous People 
Members Action Plan: 

 Invite a speaker from an indigenous community to council meetings. 
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 Celebrate National Aboriginal Day on June 21st. 

 Celebrate the Feast Day of Saint Kateri Tekakwitha on April 17th. 

 Invite Indigenous peoples in your area to partner in a prayer service 

followed by a social where everyone shares their cultural foods, music, 

dance and common ground. 
 

Resolution 2011.02 Children of missing and Murdered Aboriginal Women 
Members Action Plan:  

 Write letters to the Prime Minister and members of Parliament, urging the 

federal government to implement Canada-wide support programs and 

services for children of missing and murdered aboriginal women. 

 Invite someone to speak on this subject to foster awareness in your 

council. 
 

As Prime Minister Justin Trudeau is compiling information to form an inquiry 
into missing and murdered Aboriginal Women, we need to act!  We need to act 
now! 
 

The launch of this inquiry is an important step towards a renewed, nation-to-
nation relationship and sense of trust between the Government of Canada and 
Indigenous peoples in Canada.” The Honourable Jody Wilson-Raybould, Minister 
of Justice and Attorney General of Canada 
 

In response to questions from Nikki Fraser, 25, a youth representative from the 
B.C. Native Women`s Association Prime Minister Justin Trudeau responded as 
follows. 
 

Trudeau said "indigenous lives matter," and he promised major changes will be 
made in Canada's relationship with indigenous people.  "This office, this place, 
this parliament, has failed indigenous peoples in this country for a long, long 
time," Trudeau said. 
 

He said that some of those changes will take years, and in some cases decades, 
but he vowed that life will get better for aboriginal people.  Trudeau said the first 
order of business will be to fulfill his promise of an inquiry into murdered and 
missing aboriginal women that will hear from everybody involved, especially the 
victims' families. 
 

Together let`s answer Pope Francis call to forgive all those who have hurt us 
during this Jubilee Year of Mercy.  What will your action plan include?  For more 
info on these resolutions go to National CWL website at cwl.ca 
 
  Doreen Gowans, BC & Yukon Provincial Council Past President 
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Has the ‘Communicator’ fulfilled its Mission ? 
Thank you to all who have contributed and celebrated one mission while joyfully 
serving the Lord. Your articles, tributes, and celebrations have helped educate, 
fulfill and give us food for reflection.    If you have any articles, ideas or 
suggestions for the Communicator, please e-mail your suggestions to Laura at 
lauraesposito@citywest.ca or communications@bcyukoncwl.com. 
 

The Communicator is intended to be a teaching aid to educate members and to  
share ideas from the BC & Yukon Provincial Council and from our members to  

                           our sisters in the League 
           Deadline for the Fall Issue #33 is September10, 2016.                     
              2016 Fall Newsletter Theme is: The Face of Mercy 

mailto:communications@bcyukoncwl.com

